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Rather a large order and one which should 
be neither adulterated nor shortweighted. 
The campaign against cancer is all that the 
name implies. It has been, and for years to 
come will be, a battle. A fight against gross 
ignorance and traditional fear and hopeless- 
ness on the part of the lay public and no small 
skirmish against a degree of lethargy exist- 
ing even in the medical profession. How- 
ever, we have been told that battles are lost 
in the same spirit in which they are won by 
real fighters, and we must therefore maintain 
ahopeful and aggressive spirit in our efforts 
to overcome this, one of the most difficult of 
all medical problems, if we hope to make any 
eventual headway against it. It is true that 
our present-day methods of treatment hold 
out very little hope in advanced or late cases 
of cancer ; but it is equally true that recogni- 
tion of early symptoms and immediate com- 
petent treatment justifies a most sanguine 
attitude and really gives hope of ultimate 
successful treatment of the majority of can- 
cerous and precancerous conditions. This is 
the message which the American Society for 
the Control of Cancer has attempted to prop- 
agate during the six years it has been in ex- 
istence, and those who have been in a posi- 
tion to observe and who have kept careful 
records of progress claim that results are 
now beginning to manifest themselves ; some 
stating that as high as 80 per cent of success- 
ful cures could be obtained in certain areas, 

*Read before the Fifty-first Annual Meeting of 


the American Medical Editors’ Association at New 
Orleans, April 27, 1920. 
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if the patients would but present themselves 
for treatment early. 

Having its birth as this society did, within 
the medical profession in response to a reso- 
lution adopted by the American Gyneco- 
logical Society and endorsed by the Congress 
of American Physicians and Surgeons in 
1913, it has enjoyed the closest cooperation 
from the organized medical fraternity and its 
official journals. From the very first it was 
recognized that the medical publications of 
the country constituted one of the most pow- 
erful agents for the dissemination of cancer 
control information to the profession, and it 
is a pleasure to be able to say that this co- 
operation has continued and advanced dur- 
ing the past years. Hardly a month goes by 
that some cancer paper or editorial does not 
appear in these journals, and it is worthy of 
note that even though the paper itself may 
make no mention of the national campaign 
being waged against this disease, the discus- 


sion which follows almost invariably brings 


it out and stresses the point that eventual 
success lies in impressing upon the public the 
necessity of prompt and intelligent action and 
upon the profession the necessity of equip- 
ping itself to render effective service in the 
way of diagnosis and treatment when the 
patient presents himself for advice. The lat- 
est evidence of cooperation between your 
journals and this society was the way in 
which you made known to your readers the 
existence of the new handbook prepared 
especially for the medical profession setting 
forth the latest and most approved methods 
of handling this disease. The announcement 
which went forth in your columns resulted 
in innumerable requests for this booklet and 
has been a source of encouragement to the 
society and a full recompose for the time and 
energy devoted to its preparation. 
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I should now like to be a little more ex- 
plicit and attempt to indicate, with your 
indulgence, certain ways in which medical 
journals can greatly increase this valuable 
cooperation and be even more useful as a 
medium of suggestion and education to the 
medical profession and through it to the gen- 
eral public. The policy of the society has 
been, to have State Medical Societies appoint 
permanent cancer committees. During this 
six-year period twenty-one such societies 
have done so. Many of these committees, 
however, flourished for only a short time 
after their formation and have now with a 
few notable exceptions either become inac- 
tive or have ceased to exist. In urging the 
appointment of these committees the society 
has always stressed permanency in office be- 
cause of the fact that cancer is a disease 
which is constantly present in the population 
and one against which only continued efforts 
of education can make any impress. It ts, 
therefore, felt that such committees should 
be composed of a few carefully selected men 
upon whom should be placed the duty of 
organizing and carrying out a thorough-go- 
ing and persistent system of attack which 
could not be so well done if the personnel of 
these committees was constantly changing. 
Having gone this far, however, the society 
is, by the very nature of the case, compelled 
to stop. These special cancer committees 
appointed in most cases merely at the sug- 
gestion of the society, are not of it, and not 
subject to outside dictation or even sugges- 
tion. But it is self-evident that the editors of 
medical journals are in a position to greatly 
assist both this society and these committees. 
The readers of these journals always read 
with interest and due respect suggestions 
coming from the editorial desk. Such recom- 
mendations as might be editorially offered 
would certainly receive far more considera- 
tion, coming officially, than if they came from 
an organization such as the Cancer Society 
which at best would be nonofficial. Medical 
‘ editors, by taking an active interest in the 
organization of cancer committees, 
could largely shape the make-up of such 


such 
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bodies. It would be simple to show why such 
committees should be permanent as to tenure 





and composed of men carefully selected for 





their prominence, interest, energy and sanity, 
The appointment of such cancer committees 
is a matter of no small moment, and if the 






efforts of the members are to result in any- 





thing worth while in the cancer control cam- 





paign they should be most judiciously chosen, 





The whole success of such a movement often 





depends upon the character of the appointees 





on such committees. 
Having shown your subscribers the way 






to organize such committees, may I invite 





you to go one step further? It is a well- 





known fact, and one which simple observa- 





tion in almost any direction will verify, that 





many committees, even though well chosen 





and organized, drop off into a state of coma 





or actually die of inanition. As a rule such 





committeemen to be really useful are busy 





men. They cannot be expected to devote a 
great deal of their valuable time to work 
even of this highly humanitarian nature. 
Medical editors might well consider them- 
selves in the nature of executive secretaries. 
One of their normal functions is to stick pins 
into slumbers and to make first suggestions. 
It is often easier for any committee or organ- 
ization to work a plan than to plan work. By 
virtue of his office the medical editor is in the 










best possible strategic position to sustain 





interest and get action. He is in the vanguard 





of the medical movement. He is in posses- 
sion of all tried and proved methods of the 






public health and preventive medicine cam- 
for him to outline 





paign. It is not new 
programs of activities and, with the added 
facility of presenting such programs in an 
appealing and forceful manner, results would 
be found to follow. In this way he would 
take the burden of this fundamental work of 
the shoulders of the committee, which would 
result not only in conserving their time and 










energy but in giving them the latest avail- 





able information as to how to prosecute this 





particular educational campaign. It is real 





ized that some committees are so blessed with 






specialized talent or lead by a chairman s0 
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well equipped with organizing and cam- 
paigning ability that such service from medi- 
cal editors would not be required. On the 
other hand it has been our experience that no 
matter how efficient and successful a com- 
mittee may be, there will come a time when 
its activities will lag and its effectiveness 
begin to wane unless stimulated from some 
outside but closely cooperating and helpful 
agency. 

While not assuming to have perfected any 
such program of activities for use by medical 
editors, it might not be amiss at this time to 
suggest a few of the more obvious lines of 
attack in order to block out roughly the 
scope of work with which such a committee 
might properly interest itself. Its first atten- 
tion should of course be directed to the 
official medical organizations in its state, and 
in view of the fact that education of the 
profession should go hand in hand with that 
of the public, we would place equal emphasis 
upon both phases of the subject. In order to 
indicate how this end may be attained, I 
would call attention to two activities recently 
carried out by cancer committees of state 
medical societies. In Massachusetts, by co- 
operating with the State Department of 
Health, the Medical Society secured the dis- 
tribution of the new handbook for the pro- 
fession entitled, “What We Know About 
This is a most fundamental piece 
The booklet is 


Cancer.” 
of professional education. 
brief, readable, authoritative and suggestive. 
To have placed it in the hands of each medi- 
cal man in this state is a distinct service and 
one which is most heartily appreciated by the 
Cancer Control Society, and will no doubt go 
far in our educational campaign. As a 
parallel to this educational work in the pro- 
fession the Cancer Committee of the Ohio 
State Medical Association has just conducted 
a“Cancer Week” throughout that state. Asa 
preliminary to this campaign a series of 
meetings was held among county medical 
societies and academies of medicine on the 
subject of cancer. The state was then divided 
into eleven districts, each with a supervisor 
to manage the details of the campaign. A 


large number of qualified medical men were 
appointed as lecturers to address lay audi- 


ences and two hundred and fifty of the lec- 
ture outline prepared by the National Society 
were provided in order that these lecturers 
might present the subject in a uniform man- 
was started with a “Cancer 


ner. The “week 
Sunday,” on which the subject was briefly 
presented from the pulpits in the various 
churches, and during the ensuing seven days 


. 


the speakers addressed groups of women’s 
clubs, welfare organizations, chambers of 
commerce, rotary clubs, and others. These 
are concrete instances indicating how well 
such cancer committees can function when 
properly guided. The chairmen of these two 
committees are to be congratulated for their 
efficiency, and it is hoped that they will con- 
tinue the work so well begun. Another use- 
ful suggestion would be that each local medi- 
cal organization, whether a county society or 
academy of medicine, be urged to devote at 
least one meeting each year for its own mem- 
bers to a discussion of cancer and hold at 
least one public meeting on the same subject 
annually. 
Somewhat 
organization group but still intimately con- 


removed from the medical 
nected with it are hospitals and dispensaries, 


and nursing organizations and_ training 


schools. Posters and placards on cancer 
should be prepared for bulletin-board display 
in these institutions and every effort should 
be made through medical staffs or hospital 
superintendents to include cancer control in 
the lecture course for pupil nurses. All such 
schools should be supplied with special litera- 
ture prepared for nurses, and nurses’ associa- 
tions, both state and local, should be en- 
couraged to provide speakers on the subject 
at their various meetings. Red Cross and all 
Public Health nurses as well as industrial 
nurses should be supplied with the same in- 
formation through lectures and pamphlets. 
Another suggestion which medical editors 
might bring to the attention of chairmen of 
cancer committees is to interest the members 
in bringing the latest supplementary cancer- 
control information to students in medical 
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schools and colleges. Special stress should 
be laid upon giving due attention to instruc- 
tion of students in the recognition of precan- 
cerous conditions. Our present-day knowl- 
edge indicates that the best hope of prevent- 
ing cancer is to inform the public of the pre- 
disposing danger signals and to educate the 
profession to recognize them as such. If it be 
true that our best hope of controlling this 
disease lies in acquainting the younger gen- 
eration with these facts, it is equally true that 
complete success implies that no medical man 
should enter upon the practice of his profes- 
sion without a thorough knowledge of all 
diagnostic procedures. 

Three other agencies whose major interest 
is strictly professional are public health as- 
sociations, health and industrial 
physicians and surgeons. All these groups 
are doing most valuable preventive medicine 
work. Each is brought in intimate contact 


centers, 


with numberless people who require instruc- 
tion, and no cancer committee can do a 
thorough job of professional education on 
the subject of cancer without enlisting the 
cooperation of these groups. 

After having completed this part of the 
program which has to do specially with work 
through professional or quasi-professional 
bodies (or rather while keeping step with 
this part of the program as was done in 
Ohio), the committee should include in its 
activities further educational work with 
groups of lay or non-professional organiza- 
tions. A suggestive campaign of this nature 
has just been completed by the Colorado State 
Committee for the Control of Cancer. Dur- 
ing the last few weeks of 1919 the com- 
mittee’s lecturers delivered twenty-two talks 
on the subject.of cancer control which were 
heard by about 4,000 individuals. Aside from 
one before the State Medical Society and an- 
other to hospital nurses, the following audi- 
ences were addressed which shows the diver- 
sity of the public reached: The State Fed- 
eration of women’s clubs, emplovees of five 
department stores, employees of three indus- 
trial concerns (one a group of 1,300 miners), 
State State 


Educational Association, 


the 
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Librarians’ Association, and State Congress 
of Social Workers; a Ladies’ Aid Society, 
one church congregation, and a Parents’ 
Association in a high school. This indicates 
the types of audiences which may be ad- 
dressed to advantage upon this subject, and 
when we add to them chambers of commerce, 








manufacturers and merchants’ associations, 






trades councils and unions, ministerial and 





other clerical groups, fraternal orders, Y. M. 
and Y. W. C. A.’s, civic and study clubs, all 
of which have been used from time to time as 
medium through which to disseminate the 









hopeful message of cancer control, we begin 





to grasp something of the immensity of the 
work before us and to appreciate that the 
word “campaign” is most aptly chosen. 

I have left for the last the consideration of 
one of the most important if not the most im- 
portant and useful of all cooperating agencies 
through which such a cancer committee can 
operate. I refer to the public health depart- 
ments, state and local. Having been a health 
officer myself, I am cognizant of the mis- 
understandings which sometimes exist be- 












tween the organized profession and_ these 
official departments. This is not the place or 
the time to even sketch the underlving causes 
of this unfortunate situation. It is enough at 
this time to state that in the fight against 
cancer the state medical societies and state 
and local boards of health should work to- 
gether as a unit. With the prestige and 
funds which well-organized and _ well-sup- 
ported health departments can command, no 
chance for cooperating with them should be 
lost. Through their regular publications, ex- 
hibit and lecture bureaus as well as through 
their nursing staffs, demonstration clinics, 















health centers, etc., a unique opportunity is 
offered for the most effective kind of team 
work. It is not difficult to show to boards of 
health the desirability of such cooperation 
when the possibility of cutting down the 
death rate from this disease through intet- 
sive educational methods is properly pre 









sented. 
One last word, and that one in which I am 
sure the editors of medical journals will er 
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tirely concur. In making suggestions for 
carrying out a program of activities, particu- 
lar stress should be laid upon the desirability 
of free use of printer's ink. After all it is the 
general public that the majority of meetings 
are designed to reach. Success in the control 
of this disease can be said to be in direct 
proportion to the number of persons who 
have been persuaded by the dissemination of 
information to give immediate attention to 
suspicious symptoms. The medical man is 
the one who must prepare and deliver the 
facts, for only he has them. He should then 
be assured the widest possible hearing and 
his audience can be increased manyfold by a 
well-organized and smooth-working press 
bureau which will see that his address is 
digested and reprinted in the public press. 
Where one hears the lecture hundreds read 
the papers. If the information is valuable for 
people to hear it is equally valuable for others 
to read. A sub-committee on publicity is, 
therefore, most essential. 

I will now leave this matter for your con- 
sideration, feeling sure from the experience 
of the society in the past that this additional 
assistance on the part of medical editors will 
strengthen the bond of cooperation existing 
between vour association and that which I 
represent. As an example, I may cite the 
splendid results of propaganda publications 
prepared and distributed for popular use by 


the American Medical Association. some of 


them in cooperation with our society. I ap- 


preciate that for medical editors to take up 
this work means a new line of endeavor, and 
I recognize the difficulty of taking the first 
step in a new venture. However, I can 
assure you that if entered into with the spirit 
which the importance of the service merits 
there is no one thing which medical journals 
could undertake which would so far advance 
the campaign for the control of this disease. 
You may feel sure that the American Society 
for the Control of Cancer is most anxious to 
assist inany way in which it may be privileged 


to do so. 


DIFFICULTIES IN DIAGNOSING 
ACUTE APPENDICITIS.* 
Joun S. McEwan, M. D., 
Attending Surgeon to Orange General 
Hospital, 


Orlando, Florida. 


My teacher, that \laster Surgeon, the late 
Dr. John B. Murphy, used to impress upon us 
the four cardinal symptoms of appendicitis : 
Pain, nausea and vomiting, elevation of tem- 
perature and local sensitiveness, and that 
they usually appeared in the order named. 

But oftimes the diagnosis is a matter of 
much perplexity, especially for the internists, 
and I believe many of us need to revise our 
notions of the svmptomology. We have the 
habit of looking for certain signs and symp- 
toms supposed to be typical, like sudden pain 
in the right lower quadrant, tenderness, 
tension, nausea, fever and leucocytosis. 

But appendicitis is as atypical as typhoid 
fever. The symptoms vary, often some are 
absent, and they may be mixed in the most 
erratic manner—pain may be almost absent 
in the appendix and amount to agony in the 
epigastrium; the appendix may be in the 
wrong place; there may be little tenderness 
in the appendix itself; there may be only a 
trifle of fever, and no abdominal muscular 
tension whatever. 

With the brief time allowed me for this 
paper, I think the best way to present it to 
you will be to cite a number of cases which 
have lately come under my observation. 

Case 1. Referred by Doctor A. Diagnosis: 
Acute appendicitis. Woman, 26 vears, mar- 
ried, six months pregnant. 

History: Three days previously had sud- 
den attack of severe pain in the right side 
over appendix, pain radiating toward kidney 
and also toward pelvis. This was followed 
by slight chilliness and tenderness (acute) 
over McBurney’s point, with fever. Pain so 
severe, doctor administered a hypodermic. 
The pain, tenderness, and fever persisting, 
she was sent to the hospital for operation. 


*Read before the Florida Midland Medical Soci- 
ety, at Orlando, October 13, 1920. 
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Examination: Temperature 103, pulse 
120, respiration 30, pregnant six months, ex- 
quisite tenderness over appendix and some 
tenderness over entire right side. Leucocy- 
tosis 14,500, 

Urine Examination: 
pus, pain in passing urine, but not severe. 


Small amount of 


History, pain (constant in one place), 
tenderness, fever and leucocytosis, appendi- 
citis. 

Operation: Appendix normal. The fol- 
lowing day a large amount of pus appeared 
in the urine. 

Diagnosis: Acute pyelitis. After two 
weeks of treatment, patient recovered. 

Case 2. Referred by Doctor B. Woman, 
21 vears, married. 

History: Six weeks previously had given 
birth to baby, normal delivery, normal con- 
valescence. About three weeks after baby 
was born, began to have slight pain in right 
side (no nausea or vomiting), fever, and a 
tenderness in the right lower quadrant. This 
had continued for three weeks. 
Appendicitis. 

Temperature 100, pulse 
Tenderness over and 


Diagnosis : 

E-xamination : 
110, respiration 20. 
below McBurney’s point, and extending up- 
ward. No rigidity. 

Vaginal Examination: Profuse leucor- 
rhea, tenderness and enlargement of both 
tubes. 

Urine: Full of pus. 

Blood: Leucocytosis 12,000. 

Diagnosis: Acute salpingitis with possible 
pyelitis. 

Operation: Double pyosalpinx and sub- 
acute appendix. 

Case 3. Woman, 18 years, single. Was 
walking to garage to get car when acute pain 
struck her in the right side so fearful that it 
doubled her up and she was carried to the 
house screaming with pain and vomiting. 
Her family tried to relieve her, but failed and 
called me. When I arrived about an hour 
after the attack began, the pain had left her 
suddenly and she was comfortable. 
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Examination: Menses normal, tempera- 
ture 98.6, pulse 110, respiration 18. No pain, 
Tenderness over both lower quadrants, more 
especially over appendix. No temperature. 
Did not make a vaginal examination. She 
looked sick. Suspected appendicitis, and 
advised operation immediately, and in an 
hour, had her abdomen opened. No appen- 
dicitis, but ruptured hemorrhagic ovary with 
profuse hemorrhage. Abdominal cavity full 
of blood. No urine or blood examination 
was made. 

Case 4+. Consultation after operation for 
acute appendix. Woman, 19 years, single. 

History: Indefinite pains in right side for 
about a week with tenderness over lower 
right side and varying fever, and feeling 
worse every other day. Doctor made diag- 


nosis, acute salpingitis, without making 
vaginal examination and called another 


physician in consultation. He making one of 
appendicitis, she was opened but nothing 
found. No urine or blood examination be- 
ing made. I saw her three days after the 
operation, with temperature and still feeling 
bad. An examination of her blood disclosed 
a malaria. Quinine cured her appendix and 
pus tubes. 

Case 5. Referred by Doctor D. 

Diagnosis: Acute appendix with probable 
peritonitis. 

History: An indefinite history of pains in 
right side for past four days, very severe at 
times, then no pain. Nausea when pains were 
severe, some irregularity with menses for 
some months. 

Examination: Temperature 99.6, pulse 
130, respiration 26. Rather anemic woman 
who looked sick. Tenderness over entire 
lower abdomen, no rigidity, acute pain had 
entirely disappeared. 

Vaginal Examination: Tenderness in en- 
tire vault of vagina. Leucocyte count 6,500, 
differential, no increase in polymorphonu- 
clears. 

Urine: Negative. 

Diagnosis : Either ruptured appendix with 
beginning gencral peritonitis or ectopic, 
ruptured. 
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Operation: Ruptured hemorrhagic cyst of 


right ovary. 

Case 6. Referred by Doctor E. Woman, 
38 years, married. 

History: Sixteen years ago had hysterec- 
tomy and at same time appendix was removed. 
Eight years ago had an attack of acute pain 
over the appendix followed by nausea and 
tenderness, but no elevation of temperature. 
During the attack she passed a little blood in 
her urine. She has had numerous attacks 
since, had number of physicians who said her 
appendix had not been removed. 

Urine: Blood and pus, tenderness over 
region of appendix, percussion painful over 
right kidney. 

X-Ray: Stone in right kidney. 

Diagnosis: Stone in right kidney. 

Operation: Removed. 

I cite the above cases to show the mistakes 
we can make in the diagnosis of acute ap- 
pendicitis and to emphasize the importance of 
making routine laboratory examination in all 
cases : blood, urine, X-ray, etc. 

We must remember that while the early 
symptoms indicate clearly the nature of the 
trouble to begin with, the later symptoms 
often fail to indicate the malignant course 
which the pathologic process is pursuing. 
Therefore, operate, and operate at once. Do 
you know that the combined statistics of sev- 
eral hospitals show a mortality of 10 per 
cent in operations for appendicitis? Do you 
know that 98 per cent of all acute appendi- 
citis, including those with abscesses and peri- 
tonitis, that are operated within the first 
twenty-four hours are saved? Why have 
those 10 per cent been lost? Procrastination 
was the cause of death. JV aiting. Operate, 
and operate at once. 





PROPAGANDA FOR REFORM. 

A SHotcun Mixrture.—It is stated that 
the following prescription is used with suc- 
cess in “intestinal cases of a medical type”: 
zine sulphocarbolate, 0.5 ; bismuth subnitrate, 
15.0; bismuth betanaphtholate, 8.0; cam- 
phorated tincture of opium, 15.0; syrup of 
acacia, 30.0; elixir lactopeptine, to make 
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130.0. In this, the chief active ingredients 
are bismuth subnitrate and camphorated 
tincture of opium. The zinc sulphocarbolate 
is superfluous. The action of the bismuth 
betanaphtholate probably does not differ 
from that of bismuth subnitrate, and cinna- 
mon water or simple elixir might as well be 
substituted for elixir lactopeptine. (Jour. 
A. M. A., July 31, 1920, p. 335.) 

Na vs. K.—Advantages of sodium over 
potassium salts: (1) Rational therapeutics. 
Sodium compounds are as efficient as, in 
many instances better than, the correspond- 
ing potassium compounds. Potassium is 
more toxic. (2) National aid. Accustom 
yourself to use sodium, an abundant natural 
product of the United States. The home of 
potassium is Germany, which, to its own 
commercial gain, popularized potassium 
drugs. (3) Price. Sodium salts are cheaper. 
Potassium is, relatively speaking, a foreign 
substance in the body. Potassium and sodium 
salts are prescribed mainly for the effects of 
the radicle they carry. It is illogical, there- 
fore, to administer potassium acetate or po- 
tassium bromid when sodium acetate or 
sodium bromid can more readily be given. 
In spite of the smaller demand, sodium salts 
are, on the whole, cheaper than potassium 
salts and, should the medical profession pre- 
scribe the sodium more generally, all of 
those that might be used in medicine would 
be less expensive than the corresponding 
potassium salt. (Jour. A. M. A., July 17, 
1920, p. 192.) 

ALKALITHIA. — Keasbey and Mattison 
Company’s Effervescent Alkalithia was in- 
troduced at a time when it was believed that 
the administration of lithium salts served to 
remove uric acid from the system. The A. 
M. A. Chemical Laboratory reported that 
Alkalithia is an effervescent mixture which 
contains alkaline carbonates and bicarbonates 
together with caffein, free tartaric acid and 
free citric acid and that, as taken, it repre- 
sents caffein in solution of alkali tartrate, 
citrate and bicarbonate containing free car- 
bonic acid. The Council on Pharmacy and 
Chemistry declared Alkalithia inadmissible 
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to New and Nonofficial Remedies because the 
claims made on the label and in the circular 
accompanying the trade package led the 
public, to its detriment, to depend on this 
preparation and because the therapeutic 
claims are unwarranted. (Reports Council 
Pharmacy and Chemistry, 1919, p. 65.) 


More Mispranpep Druc PRopucts AND 
NostrumMs.—The following products have 
been the subject of prosecution by the fed- 
eral authorities under the Food and Drugs 
Act: Seelye’s Wasa-Tusa, Dr. Seelye’s Com- 
pound Extract of Sarsaparilla, Seelye’s 
Laxa-Tena, Seelye’s Cough and La Grippe 
Remedy and Seelye’s Fluorilla Compound 
(A. B. Seelve Medical Company) were mis- 
branded because the therapeutic claims were 
unwarranted. Aspirin Tablets (Verandah 
Chemical Company) were misbranded_ be- 
cause they contained no acetylsalicylic acid 
(aspirin). Dr. Grove’s Anodyne for In- 
fants (Smith, Klein & French Company ) 
was misbranded because the therapeutic 
claims were unwarranted and because the 
carton failed to contain a statement of the 
quantity and proportion of morphine and 
alcohol contained therein. Cacapon Healing 
Water (Capon 
adulterated in that it consisted in part of a 
filthy, decomposed and putrid animal and 


Springs Company) was 


vegetable substance and misbranded because 
the curative claims were unwarranted. Sea- 
wright Water (Seawright Magnesian Lithia 
Spring Company) was adulterated in that 
it consisted in part of a filthy and decom- 
posed vegetable substance. (Jour A. M. A., 
July 24, 1920, p. 261.) 
Boracetine.—Doracetine (F. EF. Barr & 
Co., Chicago) in 1919 was heralded as “The 
Guardian of Health.” It was claimed to be 
“an all-around antiseptic, especially good for 
pyhorrea, sore guims, sore thre vat, etc., excel- 
lent for cuts, bruises, insect bites, skin erup- 
tions and, in fact, any condition when an effi- 
cient healing agent and germ destroyer is 
needed.” It was also recommended to “get 


‘rid of that ‘dark brown taste’.” Indirectly, 


Boracetine was also claimed to be a preven- 


tive of consumption, scarlet fever, diphthe- 
ria, etc. From the analysis made in the 
A. M. A. Chemical Laboratory it appears 
that Goracetine is nothing more wonderful 
than Liquor Antisepticus, N. F., with a dash 
of formaldehyd. The more “patent medi- 
cines” are analyzed the more obvious be- 
comes the commercial wisdom of the nos- 
trum interests to fighting formula disclosure, 
Secrecy and mystery are the “backbone” of 
the “patent medicine” industry. (Jour, 


A. M. A., July 17, 1920, p. 192.) 

Fake OravNGE Beveraces.—The orange 
and other citrus fruits possess value other 
than that which can be measured by flavor or 
fuel value. They are relied on as anti- 
scorbutic by a large number of persons in the 
preparation of food mixtures which for some 
reason are deficient in this protective element. 
Oranges merit additional favor because they 
are relatively rich in the water-soluble 
vitamin 13, sometimes designated antineuritic 
vitamin, which promotes well-being in as vet 
an undetermined way. In view of these facts, 
Public Health 


Service have done well in their timely warn- 


the chemists of the U. S. 


ing against the “fake” orange beverages that 
have come to their attention. They report 
that in most cases the fraudulent products 
consisted of carbonated water, flavored with 
a little oil from the peel of the orange and 
artificially colored to imitate orange juice. 
(Jour. A. A. A, Oct. 16, 1920, page 1073.) 


Vaccines IN Toxre Conprrions.—Under 
this title an article purporting to be a sc 
entific contribution appears in the original 
department of the //linois Medical Journal. 
The apparent purpose of the article is to 
overcome any hesitancy on the part of practi- 
tioners to use vaccines in toxic infectious 
conditions for fear that they might thereby 
cause harm. The theory propounded is con 
trary to those who have studied the subject. 
The man who writes the article, G. H. Sher 
man, is in the business of making and selling 
vaccines, though this is not made evident im 
the article. (Jour. A. M. A., Oct. 23, 1920, 


page 1140.) 
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ANNUAL DUES. 


Blank forms upon which to make their 
annual report to the State Association have 
been mailed to the various County Secretaries 
throughout the State. The letter of trans- 
mittal calls the attention of the Secretaries to 
the action of the House of Delegates at the 
Daytona meeting in raising the dues to five 
dollars. 


dues comes just at the time when there pre- 


It is recognized that this increase of 


vails a distinct decrease in the high cost of 
living along practically all lines. It is true 
that in some items the decrease is hardly 
perceptible. The argument may he set forth 
that to raise the dues under such circum- 
stance was not warranted, and that as long 
as we had paddled along thus far we could 
well hold out fer all future times. It must be 
. that for the past three 


vears the paddling has been hard and that 


remembered, however 


the day of reckoning had to come. 

With fifty per cent of the members of the 
Association serving in the Army and*Navy 
during the war and a considerable number 
for many months after the signing of the 
armistice, a low watermark was reached in 
the affairs of the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion, and of practically all medical organiza- 
tions throughout the country. It was not 
deemed expedient at that time to raise the 
dues in spite of the fact that conditions war- 
ranted such action. The high cost-level in 
producing THe JourNAL was not reached 
until January of last vear. The present neces- 
sary expenditures in producing a thirty-two 
page form divided equally between advertis- 
ing and reading matter is thirty per cent 
higher than a forty-eight page form of six- 
teen pages of advertising and thirty-two 
pages of reading matter, such as comprised 
Tue JouRNAL from its inception until we be- 
came involved in the World War. It is highly 
desirable, in fact almost a necessity, that we 
should least return to a thirty-two page 
reading form, in fact not only this but an in- 
crease in the size of our tvpe page from 5x8 
to 6x9 is greatly to be desired. At the present 


time there are twenty-nine State-owned 
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Journals representing thirty-seven States. 
Of these twenty-two carry a 6x9 type size 
page and seven a 5x3. 

We believe that the profession of Florida 
wish to maintain a creditable publication ; we 
know that they are able to do so, and feel 
certain there will be no serious objection in 
providing for the necessary funds to carry on 
the work. G. E. H. 





THE FLORIDA MIDLAND MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


From time to time the question of the 
advisability of forming sectional and district 
medical societies, and the effect of such 
organizations on the general scheme of medi- 
cal organization as at present constituted 
comes up for discussion. The matter was 
discussed at the recent Conference of State 
Secretaries held in Chicago under the 
auspices of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. The writer was present at this confer- 
ence. The general sentiment of the State 
Secretaries present was that no organization 
could exist unless it was filling a want, and 
that just as long as any district or sectional 
organization filled a want just so long did it 
stimulate organized medicine in general. 

It has been thought at times by some that 
additional organizations divided forces to 
the detriment of the State organization. 
When such a condition exists the fault lies 
with the State organization, for with the en- 
tire State to draw from they certainly should 
be able to make their programs fully as 
attractive as any district or sectional organ- 
ization could hope to do, 

The organization, therefore, of the Flor- 
ida Midland Medical Society is welcomed by 
THE JOURNAL, and it is believed that this 
active society will be of distinct advantage to 
the State Association and to organized medi- 
cine in general. 

At a meeting of this society held in Or- 
lando, October 30th, the following papers 
were read and discussed : 

1. Case Report—Lethargic Encephalitis— 
T. A. Neal, M. D., Orlando. 


2. Report Surgical Cases—Earl H. Me- 
Rae, M. D., Tampa. 

3. Difficulties in Diagnosis of Acute Ap- 
pendicitis—J. S. McEwan, M. D., Orlando, 

t. Value of X-Ray Diagnosis in Pulmo- 
nary Tuberculosis—A. F. Higgins, M. D,, 
Tampa. 

5. Difficulties in the Diagnosis of Gastric 
Disorders—Burdett Smith, M. D., Tampa, 

6. Painless and Bloodless Tonsillectomy 
with Description of Technique A. H, 
Kleiser, M. D., Orlando. 

Supyect—Conserzation Child Life and 

Health. 

1. Relation of Physician—W. P. Adam- 
son, M. D., Tampa, President Florida Medi- 
cal Association. 

2. Relation of Health Officer and Board 
of Health—Ralph N. Greene, M. D., State 
Health Officer, Jacksonville. 

3. Relation of the Dentist—A. B. Whit- 
man, D. D. S., Orlando. 

4. Relation District Nurse — Miss Jane 
VanDevere, R. N. Atlanta, Director Nursing 
Department Southern Division Red Cross. 

5. Relation School Board and Civic Off- 
cials—Jas. A. Ford, M. D., Orlando. 

General Discussion opened by the Mayor: 
Rev. J. D. Adcock, Dr. H. M. Beardall and 
Dr. J. A. Simmons. 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing. year : 

President—Dr. Earl McRae, Tampa. 

Vice-Presidents — Dr. Robert L. Cline, 
Arcadia; Dr. John C. Knight, Plant City; 
Dr. Calvin D. Christ, Orlando. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Dr. Rufus R. Kime, 
Orlando. 

The next meeting will be held in Tampa, 
April, 1921. G. E. H. 














DEFEAT OF THE ANTIVIVISECTION 
INITIATIVE IN CALIFORNIA. 


For the first time in the history of the 
struggle to prohibit experiments on animals, 
a prohibition bill has been submitted to 
popular vote. Repeatedly in the past, efforts 
have been made to secure abolition of animal 
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experimentation, or large restriction of it, be- 
fore state legislatures. For more than a score 
of years such attempts have been made in the 
national Congress, New 
York, Pennsylvania and elsewhere. In no in- 
stance has a law been enacted limiting the 


Massachusetts, 


use of the experimental method in solving 
medical problems—a method which in 
physics and chemistry has transformed our 
knowledge of natural processes and placed 
their control in our hands. There has been 
universally a recognition that this method is 
as applicable to problems of disease as it is to 
problems of electricity and chemical struc- 
ture. Further, there has been universal ap- 
preciation of the great medical advances 
already secured, and of the certainty that 
more are to be secured, by the use of this 
method. 

The submission to popular decision of a 
question so complicated and so closely bound 
with emotional elements as the use of animals 
for medical research offered possibilities of a 
serious check to medical progress. In the 
minds of those who have defended animal 
experimentation, there has never been doubt 
that with clear understanding of the ideals, 
the methods and the achievements of those 
engaged in medical research, the great ma- 
jority of our population would stand firmly 
against restrictive measures. The only ques- 
tion was whether the misinterpretations and 
falsehoods commonly circulated by outsiders 
regarding the laboratory proceedings would 
be believed rather than the testimony of the 
laboratory workers themselves. The anti- 
vivisectionists in California followed their 
usual routine, so roundly denounced by the 
English Royal Commission, of widely cir- 
culating grave misstatements of fact and 
reckless charges of wanton cruelty. In the 
October number of the Ladies’ Home Journal 
and in the Country Gentleman for October 
lth, there appeared articles making most 
atrocious statements regarding the treatment 
of animals in medical laboratories. These 
articles seemed to be nicely timed to affect 
popular opinion before the vote on Novem- 
ber 2d, and to preclude the possibility of 
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reply. In one of the articles, the charge was 
made that “more than 800 stray dogs in St. 
Louis alone last vear were garnered into the 
various medical establishments at low prices, 
there to be strapped to tables and carved or 
torn to shreds in the so-called ‘holy name of 





science.’ It was—and is—so, in nearly every 
city. The captured tramp dogs are hung up 
with spikes in them; their lips are sewed to- 
gether to muffle their screams ; and they are 
otherwise tortured ; while grave-eyed scien- 
tists take copious notes on the effect of vari- 
ous forms of agony upon the victims’ hearts 
and nerve centers.” It is hardly necessary to 
answer a declaration of such abominable 
practices as these. An inquiry was made, 
however, in every medical laboratory in St. 
Louis, and it brought forth only indignant 
denial of the charges. The humane rules 
drawn up by the Bureau for the Protection 
of Medical Research of the American Medi- 
cal Association are posted and carefully ad- 
hered to. What is true of St. Louis is true 
of establishments throughout the country. 

It is well to remember that the propaganda 
of the antivivisectionists rests on two as- 
sumptions—wanton crue/ty in the treatment 
of laboratory animals, and utter uselessness 
of the results of animal experimentation. 
Both lines of attack were worked elaborately 
by the antivivisectionists in California. Large 
amounts of money were contributed by east- 
ern adherents to promote their cause, and 
newspaper space, posters and leaflets were 
used to the utmost. With limited means, the 
medical men and the university authorities 
put forth their opposing claims. It is greatly 
to the credit of the intelligence of the Cali- 
fornia voters that they saw through the false- 
hoods and misrepresentations of the anti- 
vivisectionists and registered their disap- 
proval of the measure to abolish animal ex- 
perimentation.—Jour. A. M. A. 





CONFERENCE OF STATE 
SECRETARIES. 
A conference of the secretaries of the State 
Medical Associations was held in Chicago on 
November 11th and 12th, under the auspices 
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of the American Medical Association. Thirty- 
four state associations out of a total of forty- 
nine were represented at the conference. The 
deliberations of the conference were con- 
ducted under the chairmanship of the genial 
Arthur T. McCormack, of Kentucky. It was 
pleasing that this honor should fall upon the 
shoulders of one of our southern secretaries. 
Doctor McCormack was unanimously chosen 
as chairman after Doctor: Alexander R. 
Craig, secretary of the American Medical 
Association, had called the conference to 
order, explained its purposes and suggested 
we select one of our number to preside. It is 
not possible to report in any detail the pro- 
ceedings of the conference. The secretary of 
the Florida Medical Association was present 
and feels well repaid for the time involved in 
attendance. The Florida Medical Associa- 
tion and every other state represented at this 
meeting cannot help but derive benefit as a 
result of this thoroughly good get-together 
meeting. Among the many subjects dis- 
cussed were medical defense, state-owned 
journals, the need of sufficient funds to carry 
on state organization work, lay secretaries 
for the larger medical organizations, post- 
graduate instruction, county hospitals and 
many other details concerning medical organ- 
ization work. Many of the subjects discussed 
were not applicable to societies with mem- 
berships of less than one thousand, but it is 
certain that every state secretary, regardless 
of the size of his own organization, came 
away enthused with his work and realized 
that, regardless of his present membership, 
be it large or small, satisfactory or un- 
satisfactory, there was plenty of work to be 
carried on in his own state. Many of the 
officers of the American Medical Association 
mingled with the state secretaries and showed 
their interest in our state problems. <Alto- 
gether the Conference of State Secretaries 
was a most delightful meeting and, as stated 
previously, one that will bring about much 
good to all State organizations and organ- 
ized medicine in general. Medical organ- 
ization in Florida, when compared with other 
states, may be said to be on a fairly satisfac- 
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tory basis. Our State membership represents 
about the usual average of medical popula- 
tion; it is not what it should be anywhere, 
and Florida is no exception to the rule. We 
have our own peculiar problems as has each 
individual state. Probably the most vital 
problem in this state is the impracticability 
of maintaining active county units where the 
medical population is small and where dis- 
tances are great. The councillors in such dis- 
tricts should endeaver to organize bi-county 
or tri-county societies, or even district organ- 
izations. \[any useful members are lost to us 
at the present time on account of their geo- 
graphical location. The matter of medical 
defense is deserving of consideration. \Ve do 
not believe it wise at the present time for the 
State Association to underwrite the medical 
defense of its membership, but in the inter- 
ests of economy some block system either 
membership or the 


involving the state 


separate county units should be considered. 





PRINCIPLE OF FEDERAL AID EX- 
TENSION SOUND AND BENEFI- 
CIENT. 

“A short-sighted view,” was Surgeon 
General Cummineg’s terse comment on the 
opinion expressed at the recent Bankers’ 
Convention that Federal aid should not be 
given to States for activities carried on in 
State and local health 
work, especially,” said the Surgeon General, 


communities. “In 


“it is extremely important to recognize that 
the prevalence of communicable diseases in 
one part of the country is of very direct in- 
fluence on the people elsewhere. Thus the in- 
vestigations of the United States Public 
Health Service have clearly shown that the 
use of a polluted water supply in some re 
mote rural district has often resulted in ex- 
tensive outbreaks of typhoid fever in large 
cities hundreds of miles away; the presence 
of malaria in certain parts of the South has 


exacted a heavy economic toll from the coun 
try as a whole, for example, by raising the 
cost of cotton to the consumer ; the Northern 
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WHAT ARE VATAMINES? 


investor has paid dearly for the continued 
prevalence of hook-worm disease in various 


parts of the country, for where this disease 
prevails labor efficiency is seriously reduced. 

“When the circumstances are carefully 
studied it is clear that the control of disease 
is not merely a local responsibility, but a 
joint responsibility of federal, state and local 
authorities. 

“For every dollar of federal money spent,” 
said Surgeon General Cumming, “we have 
secured five to six dollars of effective health 
work. Under the cost-sharing principles of 
the existing law, the Public Health Service 
has been able to effect very great sanitary im- 
provements at a very minimum of expense. 
It is the judgment of all who have studied 
the results of this cooperative effort that the 
principle of the federal aid extension under 
which this work has been carried on is not 
only thoroughly sound but has proven of the 
highest benefit to the country as a whole.” 





WHAT ARE VITAMINES ?—BEST DE- 
SCRIBED BY WHAT THEY DO. 

“\What are vitamines ?” 

This is a question asked repeatedly since 
the importance of these compounds in foods 
has come into prominence, but no definite 
answer has yet been given. Investigations 
by scientists at universities, agricultural ex- 
periment stations, and institutions for medi- 
cal research have revealed much information 
regarding the function of vitamines in body 
maintenance and building, and the parts of 
the various foods in which they are to be 
found. 

That vitamines are compounds absolutely 
essential in food, in order to maintain the 
weight of the body and produce growth, has 
been definitely proved. The lack of vitamines 
causes deficiency diseases, so named because 
they are due to lack of something in the diet. 
Vitamines are present and are needed in such 
small quantities in the food that chemists 
have not yet been able to isolate them from 
the many other compounds which are in 
foods. For this reason, we know very little 
of the actual character of vitamines. 


Three Types of Vitamines. 

According to a statement by Dr. Carl O. 
Johns, in charge of nutrition work in the 
Bureau of Chemistry, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, vitamines have been classified 
into three different types depending upon the 
functions which they have in promoting well- 
being and growth. 

The first type is known as water-soluble 
vitamines, and these are necessary in order 
to obtain growth from food. Lack of these 
causes beri-beri, which manifests itself by 
disease of the nervous system and by other 
symptoms. These vitamines are found in 
seeds, in green plants, in certain bulbs and 
fleshy roots and fruits, and in milk and eggs, 
as well as in certain organs in the animal 
body. The seeds referred to include beans, 
nuts and the various cereal grains. When 
cereals are very highly milled in order to 
obtain a very fine white flour, a large part of 
the vitamines may be removed. Vitamines 
are also lost when rice is polished in order 
to remove the outer lavers which contain 
most of the vitamines. It is for this reason 
that a diet consisting mainly of polished rice 
may cause beri-beri, while unpolished rice 
does not cause this disease. 

Fat-Soluble Vitamines. 

The second type is known as fat-soluble 
vitamines, and these are found in butter, 
eggs, milk, and in certain animal organs such 
as the heart, kidneys, and liver, and to some 
extent in other fats as well as in green vege- 
tables. They also exist in smaller quantities 
in certain seeds. When fat-soluble vitamines 
are absent from the diet animals and man are 
subject to disease of the eves, which appears 
to be related to xerophthalmia and which, if 
prolonged, may produce blindness. 

The third type is known as antiscorbutic 
vitamines — that is, those which prevent 
scurvy, which manifests itself by disease of 
the bones as well as in other ways. These 
vitamines are found in oranges, grapefruit, 
lemons and other citrus fruits, and in green 
vegetables such as tomatoes, spinach, and 
lettuce, and in eggs and raw milk. The dry- 
ing of vegetables frequently destroys the 
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activity of the antiscorbutic vitamines. The 
best source of vitamines is in the leafy parts 
of vegetables, and this is one of the reasons 
why spinach, lettuce, and cabbage are valu- 


able for rds. 





THE OBJECT LESSON OF SALEM. 

Those who read the brief dispatches from 
Salem, Ohio, which were carried in nearly 
every newspaper in America, noticed wearily 
that some hundreds of people were suffering 
from typhoid fever and that in the course of 
a couple of weeks fifty of them died. Then 
came later bulletins that the city of 12,000 in 
eastern Ohio, a busy little manufacturing 
town, just out of the district of the great 
Mahoning Valley steel mills and right upon 
the ridge of the coal fields, was recovering 
from the epidemic that multiplied the 
monthly death rate by three and reduced to 
danger of death one person in every ten. 

The small news had but little portion of 
day to day interest and was dismissed as one 
of the incidents of national life. Few people 
asked themselves what it cost, nor the cost 
of prevention of such epidemics. For the 
benefit of Salem and countless other Salems 
all over the United States, some larger and 
some smaller than the little city in eastern 
Ohio, the Ohio Department of Health has 
furnished figures on what the epidemic did 
to the common purse. 

It took the amount of the average income 
of upwards of 500 men in peace time. It 
took four times what the city collects in taxes 
for all purposes in a vear and it took away at 
one swoop nearly four per cent of the prop- 
erty of the city. All this was in addition to 
the loss in suffering, in tears and in grief. 
The losses here given are calculated as cold 
economic losses without sentiment of any 
kind : 

State appropriation 

Red Cross appropriation 

Municipal appropriation 

Private expenditure (including medical 
service and drugs, 850 cases at $50 each) 

Private expenditure — nursing service 200 
cases at $100 each 

Loss of time by wage earners (one-third of 


cases, six weeks each at $5 per day) 
Funeral expenses, 50 deaths at $150 each... 


50,000 
15,000 


42,500 


7,500 


Value of lives lost, employing the basis of 
an average of $4,000 for each one....... 200,00 
Business losses (due to lowered earning 
power and to avoidance of city by persons 


from outside), estimated at 50,000 


Total $450,000 

The infection came from a_ broken tile 
pipe through which the city got its water. It 
was laid before there was state regulations 
of waterworks systems. In putting down 
this tile pipe instead of iron pipe the city 
made a saving of $1,500, It had another say- 
ing in that it had spent nothing for bacterio- 
logical supervision of water supply which 
would have cost $1,000 for each vear. The 
total saving of $2,500 is counted against the 
loss of $450,000 as calculated by the board 
of health experts. 

State Health Commissioner A. W. Free- 
man, who is finishing the installation of a 
modern health system in Ohio and pleading 
with local officials for budgets generous 
erough to care for the simplest health needs, 
is looking for other Salems in Ohio and 
throughout the country to illustrate to them 
the value of “economies” such as the city of 
Salem made. 





NEW AND NONOFFICIAL 
REMEDIES. 

NOVASPIRIN. — A compound of anhydro- 
methylene-citric acid and salicylic acid. For 
a disctission of the actions and uses of Acid 
Derivatives of Salicylic Acid ( Acetylaslicylic 
Acid Type), see New and Nonofficial Re 
medies, 1919, p. 250. The dose of novaspirin 
is 1 gm. several times daily. The Winthrop 
Chemical Co., New York City. (Jour. A 
M. A., Sept. 27, 1919, p. 987. 

STERILE SOLUTION oF LutEIN-H. W.D- 
Each cubic centimeter contains the water 
soluble extract of 0.2 gm. Lutein-H. W. D. 
freed of protein in physiological solution of 
sodium chloride. For a discussion of the 
actions and uses of ovary preparations, se 
New and Nonofficial Remedies, 1920, p. 201. 
The solution is supplied in the form o 
Ampules Sterile Solution of Lutein-H. W. 
D., containing 1 c.c. Hynson, Wescott & 
Dunning, Baltimore. 
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TWENTY PER CENT AROMATIZED SUSPEN- 
sION MADE FROM BENZOATE VAN DyKE AND 
Co. — -\ mixture, each 100 c. c. containing 
benzyl benzoate for therapeutic use (Van 
Dyke and Co.), 20.32 gm.; acacia, 8.0 gm. ; 
olive oil, 5.00 gm. ; sugar, 12.00 gm.; flavors 
and water, to make 100 c. c. For actions and 
uses of benzyl benzoate, see New and Non- 
official 1920, United 
Synthetic Chemical Corporation, New York. 
(Jour, A. A. A., Oct. 16, 1920, page 1069.) 

AcCRIFLAVINE-Appott.—A_ brand of acri- 
flavine (see New and Nonofficial Remedies, 
1920, page 20) complying with the N. N. R. 
The Abbott Laboratories, Chi- 


Remedies, page 49. 


standards. 
cago. 
PROFLAVINE-Appott. — A brand of pro- 
flavine (see New and Nonofficial Remedies, 
1920, page 21) complying with the N. N. R. 
standards. The Abbott Laboratories, Chicago. 
JETANAPHTHOL BENZOATE-SEYDEL. — A 
brand of betanaphythyl benzoate (see New 
and Nonofficial Remedies, 1920, page 189) 
complying with the N. N. R. standards. 
Sevdel Manufacturing Co., Jersey City, N. J. 
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BenzyL ALCOHOL-SEYDEL. — A brand of 
benzyl alcohol (see New and Nonofficial 
Remedies, 1920, page 27) complying with 
the N. N. R. standards. Seydel Manufactur- 
ing Co., Jersey City, N. J. (Jour. A. M. A., 
Oct. 30, 1920, page 1205.) 

Benzyl Benzoate-VAN Dyx.—A brand 
of benzyl benzoate (see New and Nonofficial 
Remedies, 1920, p. 49) complying with the 
N. N. R. standards, L. A. Van Dyk, New 
York, N. Y. 

VEN STERILE SOLUTION BENzYL ALCOHOL 
4 PER CENT 2 cc. — Each ampoule contains 
benzyl alcohol-Ipeo 4 per cent in physiolog- 
ical solution of sodium chloride, 2 ec. Intra 
Products Co., Denver, Colo. 

VARGOL.—A compound of silver and a de- 
rived albumin containing not less than 20 per 
cent of silver. (For the action and uses of 
Vargol, see general articles on Silver Prep- 
arations under Silver Protein Preparations, 
Argyrol Type, New and Nonofficial Reme- 
dies, 1920, p. 310.) Heyden Chemical Co., 
New York, N.Y. (Jour. A. M. A., Novem- 
ber 27, 1920, p. 1499.) 
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A NEW GONOCIDE. 

The flavines are attracting attention in this 
country, after a year or two of usage abroad. 
Derivative salts from anilin, they are said to 
be about twenty times more powerful than 
mercury bichloride while yet comparatively 
bland as regards any living tissues with 
come in contact; 


their solutions 


phagocytosis is not retarded: and they are 


which 


accredited with a penetrating power not com- 
mon to germicides which, because escharotic, 
form a pellicle or wall behind which infec- 
tious processes go on convertly. 

Of these agents “Acriflavine” has been 
used mostly, against infected wounds as a 
wet gauze dressing or packing, and also 
against gonorrhea. It appears to be very 
effective as a gonocide, especially in cases 
presenting within three or four days after 
the appearance of the discharge. Some use it 


by injection in 1:1500 (physiologic salt) 
solution or weaker, while others claim best 
results from irrigation with 1:4000 solution 


or weaker. In many cases the agent acts 
almost as a specific. 

Both salts (the other being 
is being supplied by The Abbott Laboratories, 
Chicago, in powder form for making solu- 
If desired, a 1:1000 stock solution 


oe 


Proflavine” ) 


tions. 
may be made up and diluted for whatever 
strength is needed. A booklet of working 
data may be had by addressing this firm. 





CONTROLLING ANESTHESIA. 
When a solution of a local anesthetic is in- 
jected into a tissue its effect is limited by the 
rapid dispersion of the fluid; that is, the fluid 
is absorbed and carried off by the circulation, 
and the anesthesia is of short duration. True, 
the surgeon can control this condition when 
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operating upon an extremity, as a finger, by controls hemorrhage and, in operations op 


throwing a ligature around the member, but | the mucous membranes, affords the operator 
even that procedure is open to objection. a clear view of the field. By limitation of the 
If a means could be devised to hedge about — absorption of the anesthetic it is possible to 
the area of operation without engorging the do an operation with less of the drug, and 
tissues, such a device would be in insistent thereby the risk of toxic effect is minimized, 
demand. No mechanical invention has vet This subject is dealt with more at length in 
offered itself, but we have an almost perfect the advertising section, where the reader will 
check on the rapid absorption of the anes- find the fifth of the series of short articles on 
thetic in Adrenalin. This substance is readily Adrenalin to which we have had occasion to 
soluble ; it is compatible with all local anes- refer in previous issues of this journal, 4 
thetics, physically, chemically and physiolog- perusal of the article and its preservation for 
ically ; and it is not irritant. Furthermore, it future reference are suggested. Chief 
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For the Treatment of Nervous and fitness 

Mental Diseases surgic 

Selected cases of Alcoholism and 
Morphinism. 

Located in a beautiful natural park of twenty- sengel 
five acres in the city of Asheville, N. C. 4 t! 
Hydrotherapy, Electrotherapy, Massage - - 

and Occupational Therapy influer 


The two resident physicians in charge devote and he 
their entire time to the care and treatment of ! 
patients in the institution. Strictly ethical. tion p 


carrie: 


Address communications to the res 
DRS. W. R. and M. A. GRIFFIN 
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UNITED SYNTHETIC CHEMICAL CORPORATION ida Raily 


Resident physician and trained nurses. 

Drug patients treated by Dr. Pettey’s 
original method. 

Detached building for mental patients. 
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